www.fliuch.org Correspondence to us Various Questions
Estates Not Taken Over By Council
us: this is in answer to a query about the right of Irish Water to come into private estates which have not been taken over by local authority.
Fliuch :To the best of our knowledge Irish Water Ltd cannot install meters on private estates if the residents challenge them and must get a District Court order to enter the estate.

We successfully used this tactic in Carrigaline on one estate that had not been taken over by the council - only one meter was eventually installed when a resident requested it be installed.

There is nothing in the Water Services Act 2013 that allows Irish Water Ltd to enter a private estate - all the powers are actually in the Water Services Act 2007 and that's where it says they need a District Court order

Residents Committees
us: this is answer to our query on how best for local resident to organise themselves 
Fliuch:

1.It was me who advised and stood by the people of Carrigaline. I visited every estate in Carrigaline and helped them get organised. I could put you in touch with several people from there, including Mary Casey from Maurland Estate, the main private estate, who had very few residents stand with her but who, with our help, stopped Irish Water Ltd.

2. No, no, no. No residents committees. Especially no 'alternative' residents committees. There is no hierarchy in this movement, no committees. We found that the majority of chairpersons of residents committees were of a political nature and usually in a negative sense towards us.

All we ever had were groups of residents, motivated/engaged/enthused/informed etc to stand up to Irish Water Ltd - we never had a committee anywhere - one was formed in Carrigaline long after Irish Water Ltd left and that sits around wondering what to do.

Residents must want to stand up to Irish Water Ltd with or without a committee. In the end it's the resident that is the householder and it's the householder that has the rights - not the chairperson or treasurer.
Position of private and council tenants
Fliuch:The position of private and council tenants is the same as home owners - you    are entitled to your constitutional rights regarding privacy and the    inviolability of your dwelling - your dwelling includes the curtilege – a curtain around your property which extends to the stopcock no matter where the stopcock is - even if it's out in the middle of the road or in front of the house next door.

What Do You Do If You Sent Back the Contract
Fliuch: Irish Water Ltd is destroying all the PPSNs it already has and the Data Protection Commissioner is ensuring that it is dealt with properly.

You could write to Irish Water Ltd and tell them you signed up under duress and that under EU law regarding unfair terms and conditions you consider any form of contract between you and them to be null and void mainly because there were no proper Terms and Conditions laid out and because the few they had have changed since you signed up.

On top of that we would recommend using the wording for a label from our Facebook banner (it has to be printed not handwritten) and put that over the window of any further correspondence you receive from Irish Water Ltd.

The relevant EU legislation became law in Ireland in 1995 and has been reinforced (in favour of consumers) several times since.

S.I. No. 27/1995 - European Communities (Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts)

Council Directive 93/13/EEC of 5 April 1993 on unfair terms in consumer contracts.
Right To Stop Meter Installation
us: “Have we rights if we tell Irish Water that we don’t want meters installed.  Have we a leg to stand on with regards stopping them on the pavements fitting meters.”
Fliuch: An Garda Siochana have an Oath that they are bound to uphold and this mainly states that they must protect fellow citizens from harm. This harm includes violation of the dwelling and your dwelling includes your curtilege – this is the curtain that surrounds your property (and this includes private and council tenants not just home-owners) that can, and often does, extend right to the middle of the road. Your stopcock is YOUR property and Irish Water Ltd (and their contractors) cannot violate this no matter what law is passed.

What Is The Law Inside Work Barriers
us: “Is it true that we can get inside Irish Water barriers legally and they can’t touch us.  Would the whole estate be classified as a work zone.”

Fliuch: Yes this is true. Inside the barriers becomes what is called a temporary work space and it becomes a private space which is covered by civil law. If An Gardaí try to remove you from that space you must insist that this is a civil matter and not a criminal matter and that they have no powers regarding it.

No. The whole estate does not become a work space, only inside the barriers.

Words Are Important
Fliuch: You must insist that you are not protestors but objectors. You object to the installation of water meters and to the imposition of water charges.
Best Way To Stop Meters
Fliuch: The best method of stopping the installation of meters is to block the entrance of a street or estate until the Gardaí arrive. You must move or face a fine for willful obstruction of a public highway when An Gardaí ask you to move.

Remember to keep your objections peaceful and civil at all times. Do not get excited and do not allow anyone with you to start hurling abuse at anyone. If they don’t desist from such behaviour ask them to stop and if they don’t then distance yourself from them, disavow them.

Do not declare the footpath to be a public space once the barriers go up.

The stopcock is your property and you are not only entitled to protect it, An Gardaí are bound by their oath to defend your right to defend the inviolability of your dwelling.

Once the barriers go up you should step inside them and refuse to move until the company concerned go to the courts and get an injunction against you. Again, it is a civil matter and the Public Order Act does not apply and keep reminding An Gardaí of this.

If An Gardaí quote the Water Services Act remind them that this is civil law not criminal law and let them know that they are misinformed and any action they attempt to take against you using this Act would be unlawful.

You must frustrate and delay the agents of Irish Water Ltd by any peaceful and lawful means possible. Remember, they are working to a schedule and get bonuses for every boundary box (it’s called a boundary box for a reason – it’s the boundary of your property) and meter that they install. If you disrupt this schedule they will be forced to move on to the next location.

Finally, people are also entitled to have a meter installed so do not prevent the installation of those meters.Make sure those who do not want meters display a sign that states:

